
Year 8 Curriculum Overview 2020-21 

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English 

Places - London 

This unit focuses on the 

exploration of place through 

reading comprehension. 

Students will explore a range 

of fiction and non-fiction, 

comparing, which is a 

challenging skill, the 

presentation of ideas, and 

methods. Continuing with our 

‘Voices of a Generation’ 

vision, this unit gives students 

an opportunity to explore 

viewpoints on topical, 

societal issue 

Places- Survival 

This unit develops idea about 

place by exploring survival 

stories. Students will explore 

great feats of people 

surviving natural disasters 

etc. with the aim of writing 

their own version, all in a 

hyperbolic way. This 

recreations style assessment 

gives students a chance to 

learn all about writing to for a 

specific audience, informing 

them of an experience and 

offering ideas about how to 

survive if they ever find 

themselves in a similar 

situation. There is a chance 

for students to have some 

real fun with this unit as they 

may decide to write a text 

about surviving a zombie 

apocalypse, surviving the 

lunch queue, or a family 

wedding! 

On the Stage- Romeo and 

Juliet 

This unit develops the year 7 

unit exploring William 

Shakespeare, however this 

time focusing on the study of 

a whole play. This will 

support students when they 

later study ‘Macbeth’ at 

GCSE. Through active 

approaches, students will 

explore the writer’s craft and 

the relevance of key themes. 

There will be continued work 

on how to access and 

deconstruct language. 

Students will make links 

between ideas in the play and 

the relevance today, thus 

recognising the importance of 

Shakespeare’s plays. 

On the Stage- Romeo and 

Juliet 

This unit develops ideas and 

arguments previously crafted, 

to support students in writing 

an analytical response about 

the play. There should be a 

focus on ‘talk now write’. 

Students will learn how to 

deconstruct an extract and 

make links to key moments in 

the text. 

Genre Study- Gothic Fiction 
 
This unit develops previous 
analytical work with a focus 
on evaluating craft. Students 
will be able to argue for or 
against a statement, using 
specific details and evidence 
to support ideas. This is a 
challenging skill and requires 
students to synthesize 
previous work on crafting 
arguments and analysing key 
methods. Exploring the 
conventions of gothic texts 
will allow a greater 
understanding of key themes 
in GCSE literature texts ACC 
and Macbeth 

Genre Study- Gothic Fiction 
 
This writing unit is more 
prescribed than previous 
narrative/ descriptive writing 
and will build on the previous 
unit only this time students 
will craft their own gothic 
text. There should be a focus 
on description through 
creating imagery through 
methods such as symbolism. 
Using an image stimulus, 
students will learn how to 
deconstruct and zoom in on 
key details to inform writing. 

Maths 

Indices 

Negative numbers 

Prime factorisation 

 

Rearrange formulae 

Linear equations 

Expressions and equations 
from real-world situations 

Geometric formulae 

 

Accurate construction 

Units of measurement 

Angles 

Areas of composite shapes 

 

Proportional reasoning 

Fractions, decimals and 
reasoning 

Ratio 

Compound measures 

 

Circumference 

3D visualisation 

Volume 

 

Two-way tables 

Presenting and interpreting 
data 

Averages 

 



Science 

Voltage, Current and 

Resistance 

(Electromagnets) 

Sound, Light, Wave Effects 

and Wave Properties 

(Waves) 

 

Elements and the Periodic 
table (Matter) 
 

Breathing (Organisms) 

Earth Structure, Resources 
and Climate (Earth) 

 
 
 
 

Pressure and Particle 
Model (Forces 2 and 
Matter) 

Respiration and 
Photosynthesis 
(Ecosystems) 

Types of Reaction and 
Chemical Energy 
(Reactions) 

 

Inheritance and evolution 
(Genes) 
 
Magnetism and 
Electromagnetism 
(Electromagnets) 

History 

Empir : A Force for Good? 

What was the British Empire? 

How was the Empire Ruled? 

Slavery 

Empire: A Force for Good? 

India 

What did the Empire do for 

Britain and the Empire itself? 

Was Britain Great? The 

Industrial Revolution 

How did Britain change? 

Who were the businessmen 

of the Industrial Revolution? 

Children of the Industrial 

Revolution 

Was Britain Great? The 

Industrial Revolution 

Factory Reformers 

Life in a workhouse 

Why were the people 

revolting? 

Women and the Vote 

Black Americans of the USA 

USA Civil War and the Ending 

of Slavery 

Era of Reconstruction 

Progress by 1930 

Impact of WW2 

The Murder of Emmett Till 

Black Americans of the USA 

Little Rock 

Martin Luther King 

Malcom X 

Progress by the End of the 

20th Century 

Geography 

Mumbai 
 
In this unit, students will 
undertake an in depth study 
of the Indian city of Mumbai, 
considering the challenges 
Mumbai faces and how 
urbanisation is managed. 
 

 

Kenya 
 
Building on Year 7 work on 
tourism and ideas of 
development touched on in 
the first unit of Year 8, 
students investigate the more 
challenging concept of post-
colonial Africa and the future 
for Kenya. 
 

Food and Farming 

Global patterns of 

development 

Globalisation -opportunity to 

study a global issue of food 

and food production.  

Locating Industry 

Linking to the previous unit 
through key concepts this 
unit also links to the Year 8 
History unit, looking at 
Industrial Revolution factory 
conditions. Students again 
consider the impact of their 
actions, this time through 
globalisation of the clothing 
industry.  

UK regional identity 
 
UK regions and devolution 
 
Inequalities 
 
UK landscapes and National 
Parks 

Rivers and flooding 

Students explore the 
development of the physical 
river system, linking back to 
the processes studied in Year 
7. They look at the topical 
issue of flooding, linking it to 
climate change. Students use 
their enquiry skills to conduct 
fieldwork in a river 
environment. 



RE 

Islam 

Muslim beliefs and teachings 
– Tawhid, jihad, sacred, 5 
Pillars, ummah 
 
Expressions of belief and 

worship – festivals, 

pilgrimage 

Sikhism 

Sikh beliefs and teachings – 
worship, sacred text 
 
Expressions of belief and 

worship - festivals 

Christianity revisited 

Christian beliefs and 

teachings - forgiveness, 

trinity, church, agape, life and 

death, good and evil 

Expressions of belief and 

worship - Places of worship 

and pilgrimage 

Religion in the News   

Character 

and 

Culture 

Healthy Us 
 
Mental health, dangers of 
smoking and vaping, dangers 
of alcohol, stereotyping, 
discrimination and prejudice, 
risks of gambling 
 

Developing Relationships 
 
breakdown of relationships, 
tolerance and respect (British 
values), consent, 
pornography 

The Law: Me and My 
Community 
 
teens and the media focus,  
Islamophobia, LGBT 
homophobia, impact of knife 
crime, extreme views  

Careers and Finance 
 
How to open a bank account, 
income and expenditure, 
budgeting and saving, 
national insurance and 
income tax, how to avoid 
debt 

LORIC and opportunities 
 
Preparing for an interview, 
mock interviews, developing 
teamwork, how do LORIC 
skills open up more 
opportunities? 
 

Media and Influences 
 
Body image and the media, 
online influences, digital 
footprints and future careers, 
Malicious Communications 
Act, age restrictions, online 
behaviours 

Art 

Cubism – Understanding the 

rules and how to break them 

 Natural World – Design and 

Pattern  

Focus on pattern, design and 

use of colour. 

Applied Art - links fabric and 

print design and to 

scientific/botanical 

illustration. 

Investigate - Work of Eugene 

Seguy, M C Escher and 

Zentangle 

Exploring relief printing 

techniques, how to create a 

tessellation and how to 

stencilling methods.  

 Vessels – The history of the 

vessel.  3D Techniques 

Applying the visual elements 

to artefacts. 

Printing and Clay work 

Processes and techniques - 

Developing ideas and 

Planning 

References: British Museum 

for historical references, 

Modern ceramicists - Grayson 

Perry 

 



Computer 

Science 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

Understanding Computers 

What different computer 

hardware is 

Know how computers process 

information (binary) 

Know some future 

developments in Computing 

Coding with Python 

understand key programming 

concepts such as variables, 

sequencing, selection and 

iteration 

    

Dance 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

Anti-bullying using 

‘Swansong’ by Christopher 

Bruce 

Students will explore how the 

professional work ‘Swansong’ 

links to the theme of bullying 

and learn how to use a 

professional dance work as a 

stimulus to gain and explore 

movement ideas. 

Horror   

 

Students will perform 

teacher-taught and own 

choreographed movement 

which reflects the ‘horror’ 

genre stimuluses  ‘Thriller’ by 

Michael Jackson  and ‘Ghost 

Dances’ by Christopher Bruce 

 

Bollywood & Bhangra 

 

 

Students will learn about 

genres of Bollywood & 

Bhangra, their origins in 

classical Indian dance and be 

able to recognise the key 

stylistic characteristics 

 

   

Drama 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

Physical Theatre 

Learn and practise physical 
theatre techniques used in 
poor theatre while improving 
use of space and physicality 
in drama. 
 
Mask Work 
 

Understanding Scripts 

In this unit, students will 

learn about the main features 

of the layout of a script, 

direct appropriate 

movements using gestures, 

levels, and proxemics and 

write a script, using stage 

directions. 

 

 

Greek Theatre 

In this unit, students will 

learn about the conventions 

of Greek Theatre.  They will 

explore a scripted extract 

from ‘Oedipus the King’ by 

Sophocles through 

improvisation and mime. 

They will explore the concept 

of reported tragedy 

Devise a mode improvisation 

incorporating reported 

tragedy 

   



Design & 

Technology 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

Super Hero Character 

Understand that objects can 

be depicted from different 

angles in Engineering 

drawings 

Mini Mirror 

2D/3D Drawing 

Using different types of 

material 

Using different types of 

drawing to show detailed 

features of how a product is 

assembled 

    

Food 

Technology 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

Students in Food Technology will learn about the importance of hygiene, safety, diet and equipment used in a kitchen when making a range of dishes including Calzone, Bangers and Mass and 
Risotto.  They will also learn about macronutrients, the importance of temperature control, how to avoid cross-contamination and develop their skills when using a range of equipment in a 
kitchen.  

French 

Types of Cuisine 
 
Opinions on different cuisines 
Opinions on food items 

 

Meal Times  
 
Breakfast time  
Saying what you eat at 
different times during the day 

 

Home 
 
Types of home  
Rooms in a house  
Describing your house using 
adjectives  
 

My Area 
 
Types of location  
Describing your area using 
adjectives 
 

 

Transport and 
Accommodation 
 
Holiday destinations  
Describing your transport 
preferences 
Buying travel tickets 
Booking accommodation 
Describing hotel facilities  
 

Past Holiday  
 
Describing holiday activities  
Weather expressions  
 



Music 

(on 

rotation 

each term) 

The Music of Africa 
 
n this units pupils will explore 

the music of Africa, the 

context in which it is 

performed and the role it 

plays in day-to-day life. Pupils 

will also identify a range of 

African instruments and 

genre-specific musical devices 

through a variety of listening 

tasks and performance 

activities. 

 

Band Camp 1 
 
Pupils will investigate the use 

of the ‘4 chord trick’ in pop 

and rock music throughout 

the last 30 years and the 

reason for its popularity/ 

success amongst established 

artists. Pupils will also learn 

how to read informal 

notation associated with the 

genre, such as guitar and bass 

TAB, and drum notation. 

Chords in Pop  
 
n this unit, pupils will learn to 

identify the notes of a chord 

from informal chord symbols 

and guitar frames. They will 

learn how to sound out major 

& minor triads, seventh 

chords and ‘slash-chords’, 

and will apply this knowledge 

to a of rehearsal and 

performance settings 

   

 


